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This is the story of how two churches, of different
denominations, and even in different counties, collabo-
rated to change the life of a local family.

The beginning of the story was on the back page of
the last issue of Love Notes. To reiterate, Love INC
received a referral for a young mother, age 38, from Ch
|l otte Rehabilitation. Thg
not one, butwo terminal neurological diseases. She als
is trying to care for 3 children on her own, since her hu
band has |l eft the home.
and 10. The children were doing most of the cooking a
housework and also trying their best to care for their
mother.

Susan is a real fighter. She has to go into the hospi
every month for a full week of chemotherapy that basi-
cally destroys her immune system and makes her very

For almost a week after she returns home, she remains
quite ill. One of her big problems was that when she hadg A Tale of Two Churches

to go to the hospital each month, she was having to far
her children out to neighbors to care for.

Susan was rapidly losing the ability to move around

easily. While she had been able to move around with a
rolling walker by dragging her legs, that was changing

(Please see Tale of Two Churc@e&Sontinued on pag8)

Two Churches
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There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore |
command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and
toward the poor and needy in your land. Deuteronomy 15.:11

TWO Love INC Volunteers win
Nine Who care Awards

h, Don
Phillips

We are so pleased to be able to share with you that

a“r_1ot one but TWO of Love | NC
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faithful volunteers and Dave Parker, owner of Emergency
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Out of nine community volunteers being honored,
have two of them be L-bade
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Love INC Board of Directors

Howard Shoe, Chair
Charlotte First Baptist
Mike Lewis, Vice-Chair
Central Church of God
Lou Spitzer, Treasurer
Forest Hill Church
Beth Slattery, Secretary
Forest Hill Church
Pat Marcum, Executive Director

Resurrection Lutheran
D

Konrad Broussard
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Bud Carrier
St. Giles Presbyterian
Dorothy Davis
Mt. Zion Holiness
Bill Foster
Myers Park United Methodist
Lexi Frost, Ph.D.
Uptown Christ Covenant
Alex McAlister
King of Kings Anglican
Tom Massey, MD
First Presbyterian
Martin Robinson
First Presbyterian
Sarah Stevenson
Prince of Peace Lutheran
Betty Tucker
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Mary Whisonant, Ph. D.
Pleasant Hill Baptist

Advisory Board
Rev. Bob Lowman
Metrolina Prayer Network
Rev. Herb Mirly
Resurrection Lutheran
Hon. Ruth Samuelson
NC House of Representatives

Staff
Kimberly Morrison, Loving Help Program
Coordinator
Julie Potts. Coordinator of Services to
Older or Disabled Adults
Monica Raab, Intake Coordinator
Alisha Tatum, Projects & Wheelchair
Ramps Coordinator
Shawn Watkins, Office Manager
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Love INC is proud to be a United Way affiliate member.
United Way funds a portion

The Love &n Labor Program
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On Hinddbds Fe,
The Directoros Cory/
I wondét be writing much i

front-page story | am telling in this issue about Susan and

t h
our

tafe of T wlwouldjustiike to eay that
God is a Miracl&Vorking God. He is awesome in his

power and love and He wants to reach out and help us to
help other people. If we trust him, He will prove it to us-
over and over again, as He does on almost a daily basis
for those of us at Love INC. So if you really feel a call to

do more for the poor, but f
money, why not ask God to h
guarantee that if He calls you to do something and you

give it your all, Heol | ena

starts in you.

and New Year.

A Special Thank You to Helms
Heating & Air Conditioning

thei

From all of us at Love INC, have a blessed Christmas
Pat M.

Ay
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For someone who has very little money, especially if
they are on a fixethcome, having their air conditioner or

r heating unit stop working is a real catastrophe. There

is usually no way they can afford to even pay for a service

call

to find out what is wrong with it. It is not unusual for

them to just give up and not even try to get it fixed. But
Love INC has been blessed with several corporate part-

ne

rs over the past few yea

income stops. Helms Heating & A/C is one of those part-
ners and we wanted to give them special recognition to-
day because of the wonderful and generous work they
have done over the past few years.

Chris Helms is the one we call when one of our-low

income clients desperately needs service on their heating
or a/c units. His company goes in several times a year to
provide a free assessment of the problem and often
provides a completely free repair. He has even donated
and installed a brandew heating & air conditioning unit
for two needy clients over the years.

Lyl

ng@nefousdeast QRAPIVINGSRINtE | d e r

We are grateful to Helms Heating and Air Condition-

r

ang fjape ¥ will jginy us injtharkyg them fer gheip ms -

Program.
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longer use her walker, because her wheelchair would not
make the turn from the narrow hall into the bathroom.
I noticed that the bathroom backed up to a closet in
Susands bedroom and wonder e
Susan wears leg bracespened directly into the bathroom through that closet. |
and abody bracetohelps k ed Susands permission to

her balance when sitting access the possibility.
or trying to stand to

transfer out of her
wheelchair.

Tale of Two Churches

(Continued from pagt)
quickly. She was spending more and more time in a

wheelchair. Her situation was getting desperate. The hallway leading from Lynne SnidelTeam
When Love INC learned of her plight, after some 6XVDQ:V EHGURRP HRQ®HRUDRI 6XVDQ-
desperate prayer, God led us to contact Providence tiny bathroom Team

Presbyterian Church to ask their help in recruiting an The builder goes to Shiloh Baptist Church in Monroe.

Adopt an Elder Program (AEP) team for this client. It was, 55 pretty sure he would take a look at it for me if he

a huge effort because while most AEP teams are fromsix, o s n gt heavi | y involved in
. / f

to fifteen members, SusanQg R¥EYH&MET Bie tdoR a flieAdkvih hitniatin |
cantly more because of her huge number of needs. went the very next week. He called me afterward, saying
This church totally stepped up to the plate, butthey 4t it was, indeed, feasible, but since the closet backed up
tell us that they found that the volunteers themselves Werg, ihe sink and commode they would have to be moved.
being blessed in reach_ing out to Susan and her children. My husband tells me that anytime something involves
They even began praying for her husband. They formed &,mping, you can always count on it being much more
hugeAEP team for her. They are providing childcare for j,\slved and expensive than you had initially thought.
her when she has to go to the hospital, cleaning the This was absolutely the cas

house, driving her to the doctor several times per month, only were the sink and commode going to have to be

moved, but the current shower was way too tiny and
6XVDQ -V WKUHH FKLOGUHQ could not be accessed by a wheelchair at all. The whole
were doing most|of the bathroom was going to have to be enlarged and made
cooking and handicappeccessible. This would cost many thousands
housework befbre of dollars, my son reported.

Providence Oh, Father, what are we going to do for Susan?
Presbyterian stepped prayedWe donot have money f or
in to help. she really, really needs help. Help us to help her, Lord!

Richard said he would donate his time and work and

he felt his subcontractors and several friends would do the

cleaning, providing some meals, picking up her same, but he doubted whether many of them could afford
medications from the pharmacy and more. to donate materials.
Thesecondchurch | mentioned before enters the This is where the two churches began to collaborate.

picture after a visit | made to Susan in late September. Providence Presbyterian said they would try to raise

She is pretty much confined to a small downstairs bed- money to help with the expenses if the men from Shiloh

room. There was a small bathroom off the hallway near Baptist were going to be able to do the work. In the mean-

the bedroom. She shared with me that she was reallywot-i me, | asked Al isha Tat um,

ried about what was going to happen when she could no nator, to speak to L.T. Mechanical, one of our corporate
(Please see Tale of Two Churché&Sontinued on pagé)
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