
Jill takes care of her toddler grandchild while her 

daughter works to help provide for the household. Jill has 

undergone brain surgery and also has some other health 

issues which prevent her from working full-time.  

This has pretty well crippled the family financially so 

when their ceiling began peeling they did not know what 

to do. This was extremely dangerous as the child ate what 

fell from the ceiling and this could have caused him to   

become very ill.  

Ray Graham and his crew of handy helpers from First 

Baptist Church in Matthews stepped in and spent hours 

scraping and patching the popcorn ceiling to make sure 

the child could roam around the house safely.   

Thank you Lord for your Spirit that encourages your 

people to reach out and help others in need.  

It is important for all of us to remember anytime the 

Lord places someone in need in front of us that there,  

except for the Grace of God, go we. None of us deserve 

what God has provided for us, even if we think we earned 

it through our own hard work. The bottom line is that God 

owns everything and has temporarily made it possible for 

us to enjoy those things that we have, but only so that we 

can help others who are not blessed in the same way. 

If a group from your church would like to do a 

project together, call the Love INC office. 

There — except for the Grace 

of God 

Spring 2009 

One man gives freely, yet gains even more; 
another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 

A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed.  

People curse the man who hoards grain.  
Proverbs 11:24-26 
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We Apologize!  
We forgot to acknowledge LT Mechanical, 

Charlotte, NC, for the Tale of Two Churches 

Project when we listed the professional         

volunteers on page 6 of our last newsletter. This  

wonderful company provided the labor to install 

the handicapped shower and helped us to      

purchase it at a discount.  

Thank you LT Mechanical! 
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United Way funds a portion of two of Love INCôs programs:  

The Love ôn Labor Program and the Adopt an Elder Program.  
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Forty-three times during 2008, Love INC staff and 

volunteers engaged in advocacy services of one type or 

another for low-income elderly or disabled individuals. 

Most of the time these services were quite involved and 

took a lot of time. Often, the client needed a significant 

amount of help navigating the ñsystemò of services avail-

able to them. Sometimes, the elderly person was homeless 

or about to become homeless.  

All of this is to say that we are seeing more and more 

need for this type of advocacy for elderly or disabled indi-

viduals. So many people do not have someone to go to bat 

for them and consequently, they suffer more than they 

should. When I first came to Love INC nine years ago, 

the advocacy service was mostly for legal advocacy and 

was done by volunteer attorneys. Now advocacy means 

something else to us altogether. It means trying to make 

sure that this person gets what they need to have to live a 

decent and normal life. So many times the elderly and 

disabled do not have the means or the contacts to provide 

that for themselves. They need the help of others.  

I cannot help but think of my Aunt Lee who, along 

with my mother (her sister) came to live with my husband 

and me in the mid-80ôs. Aunt Lee lived with us for ten 

years. When she was dying of cancer in 1995, it was    

very difficult for her to get the help she needed from the 

medical profession, especially when she was in the hospi-

tal. I cannot imagine what she would have done if she had 

been completely alone. She had little money and ended up 

being assigned to a floor of the hospital where all the low-

income folks who were dying were sent. It was a sad 

place where she was not treated very well. We ended up 

having to fight for her for almost everything. If she had 

not had a family to help her, it could have been even more 

horrible for her. 

As the number of low-income elderly increases, the 

need for advocacy on their behalf is only going to        

increase. If you feel God has given you a heart for         

the elderly, call our office and get involved. You wonôt 

regret it because you will be the one who will be blessed.    

                                                                Pat M. 

From Pat’s ñEverything I Learned In Life I 

Learned from Noahôs Arkò file 
Stay Fit. When you are 600 years old, some-

one might ask you to do something really big! 
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You may recall the headline story from our last news-

letter. It was about a young mother of three who was rais-

ing her children alone. She also has two terminal neuro-

logical diseases. The story was about two churches that 

had collaborated to make a huge change for the better in 

her and her childrenôs lives. One church provided profes-

sional volunteers who completely remodeled the young 

womanôs bathroom into a handicapped-accessible bath-

room. Other professional volunteers not from that church 

also assisted. A second church recruited a huge Adopt an 

Elder Team to provide much-needed services and        

assistance to the family. This church also raised the funds 

to help remodel the bathroom. 

During the first week of January, 2009, about a month 

after that newsletter went out, we received a call from the 

team leader of the Adopt an Elder team at Providence 

Presbyterian Church. When they had first started serving 

Susan and her children, a group of them also committed 

to pray for her absentee husband. He had not lived in the 

home for the past fifteen months and the family, espe-

cially the children, really needed their father, especially 

since no one knows how long their mother is going to 

survive. Last week, when the team leader called, she 

shared with us that the husband is moving back into the 

home. The reason he has given is that he was so moved 

by seeing all the people reach out to his family. He said 

he was especially moved by seeing the godly male volun-

teers who did the work on their bathroom. This motivated 

him to begin changing his views about his own  responsi-

bilities to his family. He says he is going to start going to 

church at Providence Presbyterian with his family.  

We have now begun to wonder if God had perhaps 

called us to serve this family not for the reasons we     

initially thought, but so that the father might be brought 

into the Kingdom and back into the home, where he could 

take care of his family. This was a benefit none of us at 

Love INC even considered when we began serving the 

family.  

Praise the Lord for His love that is beyond our under-

standing! This is what Christian service is all about. It is 

by our Love that they shall know we are His disciples.                             

A Tale of Two Churches — Addendum 

Mrs. Pearlie is a blind, 79 year-old lady who has been 

a client at Love INC for several years. Just last year she 

was blessed with her own Adopt an Elder Team, and it 

could not have come at a better time for her.   

2008 was a terrible year for Mrs. Pearlie. Her only 

child died of lung cancer in February.  Her precious sister, 

who lives two doors down, had a massive heart attack and 

was hospitalized for a long time. And late in the year, 

Pearlie was forced to put down her faithful Seeing-Eye 

Dog companion, Hope, aged 13.   

But anytime anyone visits Pearlie she never         

complains about all the bad things, she just praises the 

Lord for His care for her. She also makes sure she prays 

for you before you leave her house.  

We were blessed this past December to have volun-

teers from one of our participating churches, Shiloh    

Baptist, completely re-roof her house for her. The roof 

had been leaking a long time and she had been extremely 

patient about it. The church had already re-carpeted her 

home for her during 2008. The volunteers, Snyderôs 

Roofing Company, were friends of Richard Harriman, a 

Shiloh member and Love INC volunteer. They provided 

their labor for free and were able to get $1,200 worth of 

shingles for only $300. Richard Harriman and Love INC 

will split the $300 materials cost.  

Mrs. Pearlie’s New Roof 

A Child-like Faith 
One particular four-year-old prayed, 

"And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive 
those who put trash in our baskets." 

Prayer Request 
Please pray that the current economic situation     

will not affect Love INCôs capacity to reach out      

and serve the poor, especially now when              

they need help the most. 
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Darron wanted to help build 

a wheelchair ramp. His request 

was unique for Love INC      

because he wanted to help build 

his own wheelchair ramp.  

After 25 years of being 

wheelchair bound, Darron had 

taught himself how to make it 

through life without the use of 

his legs. After a bout with  

homelessness Darron rented his first apartment in years, 

but it did not come with a ramp. Darron needed the help 

of church volunteers in order to get the job done.  

Buddy Davis of Independence Hill Baptist offered to 

lead the job and Darron worked alongside the crew      

digging post holes. Darron was very proud to be a part of 

the construction for his own wheelchair ramp.  

Darron Builds a Wheelchair Ramp 

Gifts have been Made  

to Love INC  

 

In memory of:  
Robert Q. Ranson by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ranson 

Anna B. Hecht by Vi Griffin 
Michael P. Simpson by Frances C. Bibbs 

Geoff Kirkland by Brenda Haughney  
Jean McKinnon by Phil McKinnon 

Vernon Robinson by Gilbert & Pamela Galle 
Vernon Robinson by Leah Long 

Pat Ayer by Milt & Carol Childress 
   

In Honor of:  
Martin and Carol Robinson  

            by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ranson 
Martin and Carol Robinson by Stanley Fri 

B.J. Dengler by Kathy Simpson 
Bud Carrier by John Tate 

Norman and Vicky Kaneklides by Toni Grove (X 3) 
Bud and Kay Carrier by Buddy Olsen 

Bud and Kay Carrier  
        by Carl, Catherine & Kaylee Schwanke 

Bud and Kay Carrier by Joyce Cochran 
Bud Carrier by Davis Kuykendall 

Gayla Kutz & family by Barbara Kutz 

SPECIAL NEEDSSPECIAL NEEDS  
Our most urgent need is a really good Microsoft  
Access  database developer ¹ a volunteer ¹ to 
upgrade & re-write our current database (BIG JOB).  

Donated space (225 sq. ft.), plus Christian         
ºcomputer geek» volunteers for Computer Ministry. 

Volunteers to train as Budget Counselors for the 
Loving Help Budgeting Program, which will hopefully 
begin a new session in late spring. 

Baby formula for low-income mothers who have not 
yet received their help from WIC (Women, Infants & 
Children) but whose babies are hungry now. 

Beds & Mattresses (clean).   (If you wouldn½t give it 
to Jesus, don½t give it to our clients.) 

More info ¹ Call Love INC office at (704) 536-5588 

If you would like your church group to build a   

wheelchair ramp or do another project for a Love 

INC client, please call us at (704) 536-5588. 

Love INC is grateful for a grant from the Critical 

Need Response Fund in the amount of $21,456. This 

grant is enabling Love INC to accomplish the follow-

ing services to help with keeping our low-income    

clients warm this past winter: 

1. Donate 80 electric heaters to clients who had 

no other form of heat. 

2. Complete 63 home repair & maintenance 

services, such as repairing holes in walls, 

doors, windows and much more. We expect 

that at least four of the services will involve 

major repairs, such as roofing projects. 

3. 30 Home Weatherization services  

 

Love INC has wonderful volunteers, but sometimes 

it is difficult to find enough funding to pay for          

materials to do all of the home repairs that are referred 

to us. This particular grant has been such a wonderful 

thing for those Love INC clients who were really cold 

in their homes this past winter. 

So on behalf of all of us at Love INC, thank 

you to the Levine Foundation and to the Founda-

tion for the Carolinas! 

Love INC is a Recipient of a Critical 

Need Response Grant 



Love INC of Mecklenburg County Page 5 Spring 2009 

I Want to Help with a: 
Monthly pledge of : 
____$25 ____$50 ___$75 ___$100  
____ Other 
 
One time gift of $ _______ 
 
I would like my gift to be  
____ in Memory of ____ in Honor of 

Name _______________________________ 
Acknowledge gift to: 

Name _____________________________ 

Address:___________________________ 

City_______________________________ 

State _____ Zip_________ 

 

My Name ___________________________ 

Address ___________________________ 

City _______________________________ 

State ______ Zip ___________ 

Home Phone (_____) ________________ 

Work Phone (_____) ________________ 

Church Affiliation ____________________ 

__________________________________ 

Mail to: Love INC  
    P.O. Box 18517 

 Charlotte, NC 28218 
 

Please send me information  
 about volunteering In the  

Love INC office. 

Hosted or Donated to Baby Layette Ministry 
A Mighty Fortress Lutheran¹hosted ministry 
Green Memorial Baptist¹hosted ministry 
Community In Christ Lutheran¹donated to ministry 
Homestead United Methodist ¹donated to ministry 

Apex Exterminators, Charlotte ¹ extermination services 
Caregiver Support Program ¹ Mecklenburg County Dept. of 
Social Services - donated funding or materials for wheelchair 
ramps  
Crate & Barrel Furniture, Southpark ¹ donated furniture 
and household items 
Crossmark Foods, Inc. ¹ donated baby foods & adult foods 
Emergency Response Plumbing ¹ plumbing services for six 
clients 
Family Promise Warehouse ¹ donated furniture 
First Baptist of Matthews ¹ wet dry vacuum for a client 
Green Memorial Baptist ¹ space for gift pantry & Baby  
Layette Program 
Helms Heating & A/C, Inc. ¹ heating and A/C services 
J.T. Electric Co. ¹ electrical Services 
Kwik Copies, Charlotte ¹ printing of newsletters 
Mechanical Fastener & Supply Co. ¹ building supplies & 
hardware for client home repair projects 
Porter Paints ¹ donated paint 
Quo Vadis ¹ web page work & computer consulting 
Providence United Methodist ¹ use of their Charter Hall for 
Love INC½s Anniversary Celebration Dinner 
Renovatus Church ¹ hosted recycled medical equipment 
closet & donated toiletry items 
Resurrection Lutheran ¹ donated use of space for Loving 
Help Program classes 
Sherwin Williams Paints ¹ painting supplies 

Special Thanks To: 

Love INC É P.O. Box 18517 É Charlotte, NC 28218 É (704) 536-5588   Fax (704) 536-5338 

Mary Beth Babcock 
Kim Baldwin 

Tabitha & Ervin Barham 
James Baumgardner 

Pat Budzik 
Carol Cain 

Bud & Kay Carrier 
Jim Chambers 

Kerr Collins 
Ann Marie Daniel 

Don Files 
Charlotte Hargett 

Larry & Debbie Herrman 
Marsha Hoffman 

Evan Howell 
Kathie Jewell 

Norman & Vicky Kaneklides 

Kelly Kavavokiros 
Kevin Kostuik 
Judy Latham 

Norman & Karen Manley 
Eartha McMichael 
Kathleen Mullins 

Glenn Nanney 
Julie & Terry Potts 

Monica and Chris Raab 
Howard & Susan Shoe 

Elaine St. Anne 
Jeanne Tappy 

Brian & Alisha Tatum 
Andriani Tsioutsias 

Jamie Warner 
Lynn & Shawn Watkins 

For furniture, baby & household items, appliances, clothing & 
food (11/15/08 thru 3/17/09 ) 
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Please help local food pantries Why we keep doing this work 
 

Below is a note we received from Mr. Victor and his 

wife, Mrs. Annie: 

Thank you all so much! Love in the Name of 
Christ really speaks for itself. You all have given 
this family a double portion of Love in the Name of 
Christ!  So much needed, a new furnace/heating 
and air unit, hot water heater, replaced old     
flooring, fixed torn door where unit is held in place. 
May God from heaven keep restoring and         
supplying upon this earth everything Love in the 
Name of Christ stands in the need of to continue 
to meet the needs of these God½s people that 
they oversee.  We decree and declare this day in 
Jesus½ name, Amen. 

We give God the glory for you all and anyone 
that½s attached to you supplying our needs. 

Give God the Glory for  

He alone is worthy! 

During these really tough economic times, local food  

pantries need all the help they can get.  Please remember 

to not only purchase food for your own family but also for 

Loaves & Fishes, as well as any church food pantries you 

are aware of. One of Love INCôs partner churches below 

has a food pantry that is much in need of extra food     

because of the poor economy right now. 

Providence Road Church of Christ 

Pantry Coordinator—Sarah Dybash (704) 369-2785 

E-mail: sdybash@carolina.rr.com  

 

NOTE:  Over the past few months, Love INC has experi-

enced a 400% increase in requests for items directly re-

lated to the poor economy. They were for services such as 

food, clothing, heat, shelter, etc. We feel many of these 

requests were from people who had perhaps not had to 

request help before and were calling anywhere they could 

to try and find urgent assistance for their families. We are 

grateful that Love INC has been able to help many of 

them and made referrals to other agencies when needed. 

A special gift has also been made in 
memory of Sassy.  
            by Mark & Millie Tarase.  

Address Service Requested 
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